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“Elephant Time, Rat Time" Which would you choose?

Summer vacation is over, but what did the children experience and think about? In Japan,

high school baseball games are held every year, and many Japanese,

from children to adults, are glued to their TV sets. The sight of the
ballplayers desperately chasing the white ball, and the thought of
their high school lives spent practicing, body and soul, to qualify for A

the Koshien National High School Baseball Tournament, is something
that viewers can't help but juxtapose with their own lives. Perhaps it
1s a Japanese trait to be moved by their perseverance, dedication, and honesty.

When I watch such games, including high school baseball games, I often think, "Well, should I

do my best to avoid getting scored on, or should I do my best to try to score? " I know that both
are important, but it is not easy to deal with both equally.

Therefore, we may choose to live in a way that places more emphasis on one or the other. The

children at The Japanese School of Guam are in an environment where they are exposed to
different cultures from various countries, not to mention Japanese culture. Therefore, it 1s
expected that they will grow up to be global human resources who contribute to the world,
either as Japanese or as global citizens. In other words, what I expect of them is to lead a life
that is more focused on actively trying to score.

You may have heard of the book "Elephant Time, Rat Time," written in 1992 by

Professor Tatsuo Motokawa of the Department of Biology, Faculty
L of Science, Tokyo Institute of Technology, which states, "Every
, ‘ mammal has a heart that can be pumped 2 billion times during
its lifetime, and elephants have a long life span because their heart beats less
frequently, while rats have a short life span because their heart beats more frequently. In other
words, those with slower heartbeats live longer, while those with faster heartbeats have a
shorter life span.
Now, that makes me think again. "Do you want to live a long and leisurely life with a low heart
rate, or do you want to live a busy life for the world, even if your heart rate increases a little? "
When I think about it, I feel that many of the great historical figures of the past had short life
spans. Although we are the same mammals, we humans can also consciously control our lives,
so I don't think it is possible to make a blanket statement....



In any case, I hope that children will continue their daily studies with the great ambition of

contributing to human society. To that end, I want them to be eager and

proactive in their attempts to learn various things. Learning and acquiring

language as a means of communication is of course important, but it is not >
the only way. At school, students learn various subjects and other things.
Studying them seriously will open the door to the future. It is also an opportunity to continue
learning and developing yourself throughout your life.

You can see the events of The Japanese School of Guam on our website at
https://japaneseschoolguam.com/
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September School Schedule

8/31/2022
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Day | Devof week Event Pick up time
School assembly
1| i | ek bofor i torm st
PTA meeting
2 Fri MIX LESSON 3:30p.m.~Pia Marin Pickup
Swimming lesson (5~ 7 th period) 4:00p.m.~School pickup
3 Sat |Japan Saturday (GPO)1p.m.~5p.m.
4 Sun
5 Mon |Labor Day (Holiday)
6 Tue |Oniine Lecture(11:30-13:00) (5th grade to Sth grade) 3:05p.m.
Class observation
Childcare observation(kindergarten)
7 Wed |Parent-teacher conference (1st to 5th grade, 3:05p.m.
Tth and 9th grade)
School trip briefing (6th and 8th grade)
8 Thu |Student assembly 3:05p.m.
o Fri MIX LESSON 3:30p.m.~Pia Marin Pickup
Swimming lesson (5~ 7 th period) 4:00p.m.~School pickup
10 Sat |Japan Saturday(Micronesia Mall) 1p.m.~5Sp.m,
11 Sun
12 | Mon |Club Activities 4:00p.m.
13 | Tue 3:05p.m.
14 | Wed 3:05p.m.
15 | Thu |Mid-term test® 3:05p.m.
16 | Fri [Swimenimg osson (57 th period) 3300m-~Pi rn Pk
Birthday party (kindergarten) o
17 | Sat
18 Sun
19 | Mon |#E®DB (Holiday)
20 | Tue 3:05p.m.
21 Wed 3:05p.m.
22 | Thu |Read aloud assembly (grade 7. 8) 3:05p.m.
23 Fri 4:00p.m.
24 | Sat [Jer STy VaEsTopoe
25 | Sun |School trip (grade 6. 8)
26 | Mon |School trip (grade 6. 8) 4.00p.m.
27 | Tue |School trip (grade 6. 8) 3.05p.m.
28 | Wed |School trip (grade 6. 8) 3:05p.m.
29 Thu |Compensatory holiday for school trip (grade 6. 8) 3:05p.m.
30 Fri |Water Play Day (Kindergarten) 4:00p.m.




