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Life of Shoichi Yokoi

On May 27, 2022, we learned of the death of Mihoko Yokoi, wife of the late Shoichi Yokoi, a
former Japanese soldier, and it gave us an opportunity to think about Shoichi Yokoi anew. It is
well known that he was the last Japanese soldier to live in the jungle for
28 years on this island of Guam.
| was in the sixth grade of elementary school when I saw an article about
Mr. Yokoi in the newspaper. I was about to go to school when the article
jumped out at me. I remember I was simply astonished, wondering how
he was able to live his life and if he was really able to do such a thing.
Since then, articles and reports about Yokoi's life in the jungle have been ﬂymg in and out of the
media.
Amidst all of this, his first words caught our attention. It was the words, "I have returned home,
ashamed to say". At the time, even I, a child, somehow understood what that meant. Today's
children may not understand its true meaning, though.
The famous line from the Battle Lessons: "Do not live to suffer the shame of captivity, and do
not die to leave behind the stigma of your sins and transgressions". I cannot help but think back
on these words and how many people were taken prisoner of these words and lost their lives,
and what a terrible thing Japan has done.
i One of the most tragic examples of war is the escape of Japanese
' | prisoners of war in Cowra, New South Wales, Australia, on August 5,
et . *ﬁ:ﬁz 1944. 1 first learned about this incident about 20 years ago when I was
e | 1 _L_J.‘J = working at a Japanese school in Australia, and I actually went to see
. e jt.'_.;lr-,i‘; ?_;lgj where the POW camp was located. During the war, more than 1,000
Japanese were interned as POWSs, and I heard that at first, they were living a peaceful life. One
day, however, one of the new officers who had joined the POW camp began to raise a loud
objection to such a POW life. He said, "As a Japanese soldier, it is a disgrace to be a POW. We
should try to escape at any cost, and it would be our true desire to be shot and die. That is
exactly the aforementioned the Battle Lessons, which makes us feel the horror of education
very keenly.
And what follows is an even truer reflection of the human psyche. How did the words and
actions of the officer move the hearts of the Japanese soldiers around him? Needless to say, as
you can guess, the battle lessons came up from the back of their minds like a nightmare.
However, I have heard that the true feelings of many Japanese soldiers were that they wanted
to live quietly and not die. Still, if they did not make up their minds to desert, they would be
disgraced as Japanese soldiers and their own families in Japan would be treated badly by the
people around them, which was more obvious than seeing fire. It must have been an




unimaginable struggle. Finally, over 500 Japanese soldiers decided to desert, and it is recorded
that nearly half of them were shot dead. : :
It was only recently that Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine. Is war
something that will never cease? It is said that peace is something that
exists in between wars. How precious it is to be at peace. At the same time,
1t 1s a sign of human weakness. In order to protect ourselves, to escape
from fear, ... we step into each other's arms or make empty threats, into a war that we do not
have to fight. The sad reality seems to await us in hushed voices.

Mrs. Yokoi, while sharing Shoichi Yokoi's life with many people, said, "Earthquakes and
tsunamis are natural disasters, and wars are man-made disasters. Wars can be prevented by
the hearts and minds of people". We need to keep this in mind in our daily lives.
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X Classes end in 6 period

Emergency drill (4th period)
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Blue sky Committee meeting
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