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Learning starts when we have "Why?".

The following article appeared in one of Japan's local newspapers. "I had assumed that cats like

fish, but apparently that is not always the case. In India, they like curry, and in
Italy, they are said to like pasta. In short, they just have a long-standing habit
of eating leftovers fed by humans."

Well, indeed, assumptions tend to occur all the time. From the moment we

question whether a certain thing is "true" or "why," we start to hear and see information that
catches our attention. That is the beginning of learning.

In child rearing, it is said that it is important to show, hear, touch, and feel better things to

stimulate various senses from as early an age as possible. I believe that having children's
antennae up for a variety of things will nurture a rich sensitivity in later stages of growth, and
lead to broader and deeper learning. Children are curious by nature, and they constantly ask
"why" and "why not". How parents and adults respond to these questions determines the
accuracy of the child's antennae. In this sense, we adults have a great responsibility.

I would like to share an example of how my own antennae responded to a situation that

occurred more than 20 years ago when I was working at the Japanese School of Melbourne,
Australia. One day, as I was driving to work, I noticed a series of signs on both sides of the road.
I am sure I had seen them before, but for some reason the words on the signs caught my
attention that day. The next thing I knew, the letters jumped out at me, overturning my
previous stereotypes. What kind of letters were they? It was the word "CHEMIST". It
means "pharmacist", but it was written as shown on the right. It broke my stereotype
that the alphabet is written horizontally. After that, I began to see vertical signs
everywhere. And my interest grew. I wondered "why" the alphabet was written
vertically, what the locals thought of vertical signs, and whether the general public
would start using the alphabet vertically in the future. I worked with the children at the
Japanese school to create a questionnaire for the local people and had the children go
outside the school to ask them to fill out the questionnaire directly. I also administered
the questionnaire to the students at the local school. 4

As a result, I found the following. When we asked shopkeepers, we

found that 10% to 15% of all signs were written vertically. When '
asked why they chose to write vertically, they replied that it was .
because it was easier to see from a distance, easier to mount the _




sign on the wall, or more efficient use of space. When asked when vertical writing began to
appear, many answered that it was not that long ago, although they were not sure. In any case,
there seemed to be a high level of awareness that it is a single design, and there was almost no
sense of discomfort with it. Perhaps this is why I remember being surprised to find that a
significant number of local students answered that they had never seen it before. The local
people seemed to think that vertical writing will increase in the future, but they said that the
entire English writing system will probably never change to vertical writing.

I believe that the sensitivity to react to the little things around us is the starting point of

learning. One person once told me that the best children in the world have developed this
sensitivity (antennae, sense of touch) rather than having superior brains. I think it is important
to always ask "Why? "
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Japanese School of Guam (ful-time)

Day | Devof week Event Pickup time
1| P | #000m.
2 Sat
3 Sun
4 Mon |Independence Day
5 Tue |Reading books to student 305p.m.
6 Wed |Bluesky committee meeting (lunch break) 3:05p.m.
7 Thu |Student assembly 3:05p.m.
8 Fri |Qcrtion festof 15t somesten 4:00p.m.
9 Sat

10 Sun

11 [ Mon [Seore oo, ™ %3:06p.m,

12 | Tue |gligaionalsonautation aronts 3:05p.m.

13 | Wed |Educational consultation (parents) 3:05p.m.

14 | Thu [peore o ™ 3:05p0m.

15 Fri 4.00p.m.

16 Sat

17 Sun

18 | Mon 4:00p.m.

19 Tue 3:05p.m.

20 Wed 3:05p.m.

21 Thu |Bluesky Day 3:05p.m.

22 | Fri [oyeclsenios o e s coremen 3:05p.m.

23 Sat

24 Sun

25 | Mon |Summer Vacation(until August 22)

26 | Tue

27 | Wed

28 | Thu

29 Fri

30 Sat

31 Sun




