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The Value of Money and the Meaning of Work

This New Year's Day was a hot New Year's Day in Guam, and I spent a few days sweating and

feeling a little inadequate as a Japanese person. On New Year's Day, there is a Japanese
custom called "Otoshidama," in which children receive money from
adults. For children, Otoshidama is a great joy. It must have warmed

their pockets! ..... However, I heard that due to the spread of Omicron b
this year, the number of relatives coming and going decreased, so the i

amount of Otoshidama has decreased. It's a very sad feeling.

T'he "Otoshidama" originally had an educational aspect to it in Japan.

It is important to have a sense of gratitude for receiving money, and a humble and steady
attitude to save it carefully and use it when it is really needed. However, it is counterproductive
from an educational point of view to take money for granted and spend it as their please. It is
the role of adults to teach this properly and firmly. I feel that many people are failing to do so.

Working 1s exactly what it means to receive money, but there is an important meaning to it,

which is to be paid as compensation for contributing to society desperately. It would not be an
exaggeration to say that people only understand the value of money when they work.

Nowadays, it 1s rare to see small children delivering newspapers or milk, but in the past, it

was quite common. I myself had the experience of delivering newspapers for about 20 years,
starting from the third grade of elementary school. The memories of carefully delivering
newspapers door to door, day after day, rain or wind, snow or storm like
“Kenji Miyazawa” still vividly come back to me. It was a lot of hard work,
but I was never demeaned. In fact, I felt fulfilled and even proud.

One day in elementary school, it was the monthly payday. I received my

paycheck from the owner of the newsstand. I was so happy that I showed it
to my father, who replied with the following unexpected words. “Do you
think that money was earned by you alone? It's a great thing that you
worked and was paid for it, but why were you able to work? Your parents did their best to raise
you so that you could work and earn money. Even your parents were able to become parents
because they were raised by your grandparents. That's how everyone has passed on their lives
from parents to children and from children to grandchildren. You must keep that in mind and
remember to be grateful to everyone, even if it is the money you have earned. I remember being
shocked as if I had been hit hard on the head, and even as a child, I felt remorse. <to the back>




Money 1s something important, something useful, and something we would be in trouble

without, but it is also imbued with the thoughts, hardships, and joys of many people.
“Otoshidama” is something that we receive without having to work, and for this reason, I think
we adults need to be mindful and convey the importance of money to our children, and at the
same time, while teaching them the importance of working, we should ask them, "What should
you do now? If we do this, I think children will understand the meaning of going to school and
studying a little better. This is Guam, not Japan, but I am sure that not only Japanese people
but also foreign nationals will understand it.
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