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Trust between people is what matters A
Fyst
Ing apan “The cold weather has finally arrived. As the second semester ¥ SN

comes to an end, students will spend the end of the year and the beginning of

the new year in their own homes. I hope that they will spend their days with a renewed spirit
and awareness of the new year.” This is what I would write in the school newsletter, but it is
not the case here in Guam. “The days are as hot as ever, but I realize that in Guam, where that
1s the norm, the change of seasons is not even a topic of conversation at all. As the second
semester comes to an end, I hope that the children will enjoy Christmas at home, and from the
end of the year to the beginning of the new year, they will spend their days with a renewed
spirit and awareness of the new year.” I wonder if this will be the case.

It goes without saying that climate and natural features have a great influence on the way

people think and live. When you live in only one country, you can't help but have the illusion
that the world you live in is all there is. I feel that it is important to be aware that there are
many different people living in many different places, and that there are many different ways
of thinking.

About two years ago, there was a report that Dr. Tetsu Nakamura, a

) %5* humanitarian aid worker in Afghanistan, was shot and killed. I was very
o . disappointed and could not stop feeling angry at the gunman. At the same time, I
m j‘ learned about Dr. Nakamura's achievements and the wonderful nature of

humanity itself, and I felt a deep respect and gratitude for him. Before his death,
he said, “Before medical care, what is needed in the area is water and food. He also said, " There
are only two things that the local people want. One is to be able to eat three times a day, and
the other is to be able to be with their families.” He spoke of the reality that exists there on a
daily basis, a reality that is too far removed from the current situation in Japan. He also said,
“What we need is not weapons, but trust”, emphasizing the importance of human connections,
compassion, and cooperation. Looking at the current situation where wars and conflicts are
constantly occurring all over the world, I can't help but feel the foolishness of human beings
who will always start conflicts if they don't have the will and attitude to seek mutual trust. This
1s why I understand the importance of educating and being educated.

There are organizations called UNICEF and UNESCO that provide humanitarian aid around

the world. There was a time when they gave a detailed explanation to the students, showing
pictures and videos of the actual situation of people suffering from poverty and poor living
conditions, how they support them, and what we can do to help. The students' written




comments after the lecture included, “I could understand that what we take for granted in
Japan is not the norm in the world. I want to spend my daily life with a sense of gratitude,” and
“How lucky we are, I feel like my way of thinking has changed a little after listening to today's
lecture.”

The children of the J apanese School of Guam are living a truly global life, living in a

foreign land despite being Japanese, learning about Japan despite being American,
and coming into contact with people from many different countries. As I look toward
the future, I hope that with an open mind and an open heart, I will be able to learn
many things and find a way to coexist with people from all over the world. To this
end, I hope that they will develop a patient mind, the ability to think deeply, and a heart that is
willing to trust each other.

Subsidies from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

We would like to thank the many people, including parents, who signed our petition for the
subsidy from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Thanks to your support, it has been decided that
the Japanese government will increase the subsidy to our school. Thank you from the bottom of
my heart.



