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Concept of the current Courses of Study of Japan

W e humans are far more advanced than other animals.

It is true that we have less arm strength than many fierce
beasts, but there is no comparison to the sophistication of
our brains. Throughout the long history of mankind, we have developed our brains, survived
and formed larger societies, and are now the strongest creatures on earth. Needless to say,
education has an important meaning in this process.

In the history of mankind, it is only recently that education has come to be provided in schools.

One of the main purposes of school education is to systematically pass on to the next generation
the culture and knowledge that has been handed down from generation to generation since
school education began in Japan in 1872. However, the content and methods of education have
naturally changed and developed little by little. In particular, the current

guidelines, which were fully implemented from 2020 in elementary schools

and 2021 in junior high schools, differ significantly from the previous

guidelines in that they shift from a content-based view to a competency- dioa aish
based view. The content-based view 1is a focus on content, that is, "what do =

you know? On the other hand, a competency-based view are focuses on

"what, why, and how to learn," in other words, on developing children into

the subjects of learning.

In today's world, the amount of information is enormous, and the rate at which it increases is
Incomparable to what it used to be. It is no longer possible to continue teaching this in schools.
Therefore, it 1s important for children to continue to learn on their own in the future.

Inan essay by a mathematician that I read when I was young, he wrote

about how to study mathematics. The method is what we would call the
"parachute study method”. In other words, open a page of a math book and
read through what is written on it. The name "parachute" comes from the fact
that it resembles a descent from the sky. Naturally there are parts of the book that you don't
know or understand. So, you go back to the page that describes it. But there is another part
that you don't understand. So, you go back to the page where it is written about. After
repeating this process, you finally reach a point where you understand everything. Then, a line
connects the content of the first page you landed on.




I think this is the root of how we learn, not only in mathematics. When you don't understand
something, you can come back to it, ask questions, exchange opinions, etc. I think this leads to
thinking about learning methods and interacting with others.

Therefore, why don't we think of communication as a means of learning, and Japanese and

English as tools? Bilingualism is also a good idea, but before that, it is important to value the
children's motivation to learn and what they are learning the language for. There are many
other things to learn such as mathematics, social studies, science, etc. I think it is important not
to fixate only on language learning, but also to value the attitude of "learning at school with the
aim of growing broadly and as a human being.”



